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Scientists raise awareness of unregulated stem cell treatments

for respiratory diseases

Stem cell medical tourism and unproven stem cell interventions are growing and
concerning issues for patients afflicted with lung disease

Stem cell tourism is becoming a global problem with more and more unregulated clinics preying on desperate
patients with incurable diseases. According to an editorial authored by researchers at Boston University
School of Medicine (MA, USA), there are an increasing number of clinics worlgwide offering expensive stem
cell-based therapies that are ineffective or have no proven benefit to patients with respiratory diseases. The
article was recently published online in the Annals of the American ThoracicQociety.

The prevalence of such unregulated clinics in the USA was reasonably weIIQﬁown. Online-advertised ‘stem
cell tourism’ was generally considered to mainly take place in countries in South East Asia, Russia and Eastern
Europe, however, a study by Berger et al and other reg ad the USA)
are disproving this theory.

BANOLEMEDHEIILTLVG
LVBBRMNMREHEN TS EDHEH
"Remarkably, an increasing number of these clinics now oOp ; ES. It is imperative that
scientific and medical societies, as well as professional resplratory disease and critical care communities speak
out forcefully against stem cell tourism," commented lead author Laertis Ikonomou, assistant professor of
Molecular and Translational Medicine at Boston University School of Medicine.

According to lkonomou, perceptions of stem cell-based therapies can be significantly different between
experts and the general public, which includes patients. While experts evaluate therapies based on
demonstrations of safety and efficacy, many patients are motivated by hope and the desperate need for a
cure.

http://www.eurekalert.org/pub releases/2016-08/bumc-usc081116.php:
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